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Reuniting with old friends at our latest gathering in
Durham is just one of the many benefits of joining
our organisation for former colleagues

he Retired Members’ Committee held its latest get-

I together at Durham Prison Officers’ Club on 23 March.
The event was a great success and brought former
colleagues and friends back together to enjoy friendship, recount
tales from the past and generally have a good time and a
healthy lunch from the buffet, plus an excellent array

of beers from the bar!

The event was attended by the POA Chair
and some NEC members, who were there
to show support and to assist with any
queries. Thank you all for attending and
making it a great success.

If anyone wishes to watch the YouTube
video of the get-together, the link
is: youtu.be/B_ZQOPitVSM?si=5y _
Z50GelHSvFbsO

The next event will be held in the
Midlands on 8 October from 2pm
onwards. The location is the Brunswick
Pub, 1 Railway Terrace, Derby, DE1 2RU.
We will try to contact the Midland branches
to advertise and inform retired members.

The Retired Members’ Committee
attended national conference in Eastbourne
from 12-14 May. We'd just like to say a thank you
for the professional way it was organised and that it
was once again a great conference.

From our point of view, we made further contacts with
branches to highlight our group and the feedback was
welcomed, with many branches trying to ensure anyone
finishing work is pointed in our direction.

This year at conference we held our normal raffle, but joined
with the young members to combine our efforts. We raised a
total of £785.73 and this money was split between the young
members’ charity White Ribbon, which works to prevent
violence against women and girls, and the Chairman’s charity
Charlie’s Promise to help prevent knife crime. We wish to thank
everyone who donated to make the event a great success.

Once again I have to raise the issue of Blue Light cards. I
was informed that BL are now accepting applications from
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retired prison

officers and this

is true but there’s

still a catch. In the past

you could obtain a BL card

if you had an old ID card. Now,
while they will accept applications they

still require evidence that a person served as a prison officer.

In the last Gatelodge we suggested one way would be to contact

Shared Services for a copy of your service record to photograph

and send to them, or if you have any official documents that

provide the information you could send that. I've again written

to them and asked what evidence they require to finally put an

end to this fiasco. I await their reply.

We would like to draw your attention to a benefit from the
POA. It’s called POA Protect and is on the POA website. This is a
range of products on various insurance products but also offers
a free accidental life cover for anyone from 18 to 69. This includes

WWW.poauk.org.uk



Ex-colleagues came together to
enjoy friendship, recount tales
from the past and generally have a
good time and a healthy lunch, plus an
excellent array of beers from the bar

retired members up to 69, so it’s a no-brainer for your family to
receive £5,000 if the unexpected happens. The email address is
customerservices@poaprotect.com and the phone number
is 0800 033 4185. So do give it a look over, as anything for nothing
is a good deal.

Another company worth a look at is Serve and Protect. This
is a credit union that operates a non-profit service where you
can save or borrow money, but there’s another benefit. It also
offers a scheme where you deposit a maximum of £200 in an
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account called a Prized Saver and even though it does not
gain interest, there having £200 in the accounts earns you 200
entries in a monthly draw, with a range of prizes from £20 all
the way up to £5,000. If anyone is interested you can join up by
calling Serve and Protect on 0121 700 1222 or emailing info@
serveandprotectcu.co.uk

We have now joined an organisation called Later life
Ambitions and left the National Pensioners convention. Later
Life Ambitions brings together the collective voices of more
than a quarter-of-a-million pensioners through the National
Federation of Occupational Pensioners, the Civil Service
Pensioners” Alliance and the National Association of Retired
Police Officers. If anyone wants further information on what
we're trying to achieve by joining, please visit its website at
www.laterlifeambitions.co.uk

Hope everyone has a good summer. ®
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