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Fire Safety in Laundry Rooms

= Heading [ Emphasise 4 Accent 1= Bullets %E Numbers <@ Link =)

Following a number of fire incidents within laundry rooms, this article is published to outline the common problems associated
with laundry equipment and fire preventative measures to be implemented to reduce the likelihood of fire.

Common problems:

Tumble dryer fires can be caused by several factors, with some being more common than others. Here are the primary causes:

Lint build-up: Accumulated lint in the dryer and exhaust duct restricts airflow, leading to overheating

Poor ventilation: Blocked or improperly installed vents prevent heat from escaping, causing the dryer to overheat
Overloading: Putting too many clothes in the dryer reduces airflow and increases heat build-up

Flammable materials: Drying clothes contaminated with flammable substances like oil can ignite under high heat

Mechanical or electrical failures: Faulty wiring, frayed power cords, and overheating components can lead to sparks and fires.

Running the dryer unattended: Fires can spread undetected if a malfunction occurs while the dryer is running unattended 2.

Preventative measures:

Laundering equipment safety is crucial to prevent fire incidents. The following steps should be in place to ensure the safety of
both staff and prisoners:

1. Protective measures: Laundries should be fully enclosed with fire-resisting construction and protected with fire detection in
order to provide enough warning and time for prison staff members and prisoners to evacuate the area safely in the event of a
fire.

2. Individuals should be given responsibility to manage the daily laundering operations. This include preventing the laundry fire
door from being wedged in the open position, lint removal and organisation of cleaning cycles.

Clean the filter after each use.

Ventilation pipework: Ensure the vent pipe is not kinked, blocked, or crushed.

Drying cycles: Let the drying program, including the cool-down cycle, finish completely before emptying.
Remove clothing once the cycle has finished.

Hot wash: Where possible, wash tea towels and servery whites at 90°C to remove oils and reduce fire risk.
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Commercial units: To be used where uzage iz above that of domestic use. Domestic appliances should only be used subject to
consideration by fire risk assessment and their operations are carried out in accordance within the manufactures guidance.



